
 

 
 
 
 

 
Memorandum 
 
To:  Chief Academic Officers 
 
From:  Kim van Noort, Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Chief Academic Officer 

Andrew Kelly, Senior Vice President for Strategy and Policy 
 
Date:  December 21, 2018 
 
Subject:  Regulation on Awarding Undergraduate Credit on the Basis of Advanced Placement Exam Scores 

(700.10.1[R] of the UNC Policy Manual) and FAQ Guidance Document 
 
The attached regulation and guidance document regarding Advanced Placement exam scores were developed 
through many months of consultation with stakeholders across the UNC System. System Office staff engaged in 
three rounds of feedback with institutional leaders, first to seek suggestions regarding the topics that should be 
included in any regulation, and later to share two iterations of drafts of the regulation and FAQ document. System 
Office staff provided multiple opportunities for stakeholders to receive additional information, ask questions, and 
make suggestions, including a number of conference calls open to any interested UNC System participants; multiple 
sessions during meetings of the UNC Faculty Assembly; and monthly calls with registrars, enrollment managers, and 
others. System Office staff also sought feedback regarding each iteration of draft documents through online surveys. 
 
We are grateful for the leadership and advice of institutional representatives, listed in the attached roster, who 
oversaw the dissemination of information and the collection of opinions regarding drafts of this regulation and 
guidance document. 
 
Initial reports regarding any exceptions granted by institutional boards of trustees will be due to the UNC System 
Office by July 1, 2019. In the new year, the System Office will issue instructions on how to report exceptions to the 
AP policy granted by boards of trustees; and institutions will be expected to include the documentation of compelling 
reasons provided to their boards, along with documentation of boards’ approval, for each exception granted. Similar 
to the recent reporting on the 120-credit hour policy, institutions will submit this information via a web form that 
will be included in the forthcoming instructions. 
 
Any questions regarding these reports should be directed to Rollinda Thomas, Associate Vice President for Academic 
Programs, at rathomas@northcarolina.edu. 
 
Finally, a study published in the American Educational Research Journal last month regarding “higher education 
outcomes that are related to receipt of AP college credit” may be of use for institutional faculty and staff who are 
implementing the policy and regulation: https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.3102/0002831218807428. 
 
 
cc: UNC Chancellors 
      Faculty Assembly Executive Committee 
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